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Disclaimer: This information is provided for educational purposes only to facilitate a general understanding of the law or other regulatory matter. This information
is neither an exhaustive treatment on the subject nor is this intended to substitute for the advice of an attorney or other professional advisor. Consult with your
attorney or professional advisor to apply these principles to specific fact situations.
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INTELLECTUAL DISABILITY

What is Required

A student must be assessed under the IDEA in all areas of suspected disability.
Intellectual Disability or “ID” is one of the areas of eligible disabilities under the IDEA.

A student with an intellectual disability is one who has been determined to meet the
criteria for an intellectual disability. In meeting the criteria, a student with an intellectual
disability is one who:

e Has been determined to have significantly subaverage intellectual functioning as
measured by a standardized, individually administered test of cognitive ability in
which the overall test score is at least two standard deviations below the mean,
when taking into consideration the standard error of measurement of the test;

e Concurrently exhibits deficits in at least two of the following areas of adaptive
behavior:

Communication,

Self-care,

Home living,

Social and interpersonal skills,

Use of community resources,

Self-direction,

Functional academic skills,

Work,

Leisure,

Health, or

Safety;

O

O O O O OO0 0O OO0 O0

¢ Is manifested during the developmental period; and

o Adversely affects the student’s educational performance.

To assess for ID, the District or Campus Assessment Personnel will comply with the
general evaluation procedures. In addition, the evaluation data reviewed by the qualified
District or Campus Assessment Personnel must include:

¢ A standardized individually administered test of cognitive ability; and

e Adaptive behavior assessment in at least two of the following areas:
communication, self-care, home living, sociall/interpersonal skills, use of
community resources, self-direction, functional academic skills, work, leisure,
health, or safety.
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Additional Procedures

A referral for an intellectual disability evaluation may be indicated when the Campus
Personnel and/or the parent of the student suspects the student is exhibiting significant
intellectual and adaptive deficits that adversely affect educational performance. A student
suspected of ID may exhibit one or more of the following:

e Difficulties in communicating efficiently and effectively that effect self-
determination, behavior, social interactions, and participation in multiple learning
environments

e Alternate methods of demonstrating his/her abilities and knowledge

e Uneven learning patterns in all domains including cognition, communication,
socialization, and self-help.

e Multiple disabling conditions that may occur concurrently with an intellectual
disability, including physical or orthopedic impairments, and/or sensory
impairments/challenges

¢ Medical needs that impact health, stamina, and engagement in learning tasks

¢ Difficulty learning new tasks, maintaining new skills, and generalizing skills to new
environments

o Difficulty demonstrating problem solving skills when new skills or information are
presented in a traditional academic curriculum

¢ Individualized methods of accessing information and demonstrating knowledge in
alternative ways (tactile, visual, auditory, and multi-sensory).

To avoid over identifying students, District or Campus Assessment Personnel will
exercise caution in making an intellectual disability determination. The determination of
an intellectual disability must be made with consideration of professional judgment and
multiple information/data sources. Examples of information/data sources include
statewide assessment results, Rtl progress monitoring data and anecdotal reports, in
addition to formal evaluation test scores, such as intellectual quotient or 1Q, adaptive
behavior, achievement, and/or cognitive function/processing.

Upon completion of the ID evaluation, each member of the evaluation team should sign
the FIE. If the student is eligible for special education as a student with an Intellectual
Disability, a Disability Report in this area will be completed.

If the student does not meet the eligibility criteria for ID, or any other eligibility criteria
under the IDEA, or does not need special education or related services due to his/her
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disability, Campus Personnel should refer the student to the Campus or District Personnel
responsible for compliance with Section 504 to determine whether the student is eligible
for accommodations or services as a student with a disability under Section 504.

Evidence of Implementation

Notice of Evaluation

Consent for Evaluation

Referral Information

Assessment Plan

FIE

Disability Report: Intellectual Disability
ARD/IEP

Resources

The Leqgal Framework for the Child-Centered Special Education Process:
Intellectual Disability Framework - Region 18

Quick Guide: Intellectual Disability- Region 14

Intellectual Disability - SPEDTEX

CITATIONS

20 USC 1401, 1414; 34 CFR 300.8(c), 300.304(c)(4); 19 TAC 89.1040(b)~(c),
89.1050(a)(5)
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https://fw.esc18.net/display/Webforms/ESC18-FW-Summary.aspx?FID=137
https://fw.esc18.net/display/Webforms/ESC18-FW-Summary.aspx?FID=137
https://www.esc14.net/upload/page/0170/docs/Quick%20Guide-ID.pdf
https://www.spedtex.org/index.cfm/parent-resources/disabilities/intellectual-disability/
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